PREFACE
Scholars and research workers in Indian History and Culture will find lists of inscription> of
the various periods, dynasties and regions of India a useful aid. Such lists of epigraphs as Ltider's,
Blwdarkar*$%&& HiralaTs having become out of date, a necessity was felt for preparing and publishing
uptodate lists of inscriptions of India arranged dynasty - and region-wise. Primarily they will be helpful in
eliminating the already known records and in fixing the new items in their proper places. With this end in
view, 1 had started the preparation of a series of period -cam-dynasty wise lists of inscriptions immediately
after I became the Chief Epigraphbt of the Archaeological Survey of India, besides making smcere,senous
and strenuous efforts to bring the other publications of the Epigraphy Branch, like Epigraphia Indica and
the Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy uptodate. In preparing the lists of epigraphs I tried to enlist the
co-operation of the members of my office of whom a large number became really enthusiastic as they found
the work quite rewarding to them. With their help I was able to prepare within a short period, lists of
inscriptions of the Mauryan period, of the Gupta period, of the Satavahana period, of the Pallava period,
of the Kadatnba and Ganga periods, of the early dynasties that ruled over Orissa, etc, and they are at
various stages of finahsation. I hope to get them published as early as possible.
The method adopted in this work was to check up every epigraph, and also its edition, if it was
already edited, afresh and give briefly its factual contents with the technical and other interesting terms
in it preserved. This method can be fruitfully and scientifically adopted by the Epigraphy Office, and the
results achieved through it will be authoritative as they bring forth very important and interesting parti-
culars not known or recognised before It is, therefore, quite different from the one by which inventories
of such epigraphs are compiled from their published sources, at a considerable cost to the exchequer of
Government of India!
*<
In our sei les, the Inscriptions of the Iks/iMkus was the first to be finalised. Om study of them has
revealed quite a few interesting details for the first time, In order to get this list published I approached
Dr, N. Ramesan, MA., Ph D., I.A.S., the distinguished Director of Archaeology and Museums of the
Government of Andhra Pardesh. Being a noted scholar in Indology, he wav kind enough to agree to my
proposal and had accepted the Manuscript for publication by his Department. I am highly thankful to him
for this gesture. I hope this publication so beautifully got up will be found useful by the scholars interested
in the history of the period to which the epigraphs dealt with in it belong.. My thanks are also due to the
Andhra Pradesh Government Text Book Press, Hyderabad for their neat execution of the work.
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